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Publishers Note V 5

PUBLISHERS NOTE

All praise is due to Allah. We at Darussalam are pleased to present
this set of Fatawa regarding Fasting & Zakah for the benefit of
the English speaking world.

It is imperative that the Muslims adhere to the Qur’an and
Sunnah in all of their affairs. Since it has always been our aim to
produce the books that are based upon the Qur’an and Sunnah,
we at Darussalam felt that it was our duty to prepare this work for
the English reader. These legal rulings and articles of guidance
issued from some of the best scholars of their times; Shaykh
‘Abdul-‘Aziz bin ‘Abdullah bin Baz, Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih
Al-‘Uthaimin, may Allah have mercy upon them and Shaykh
‘Abdullah bin Jibreen. Many of the questions are also answered
by the Permanent Committee for Legal Rulings and the Figh
Council of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

We ask Allah to accept this effort on behalf of all of those at
Darussalam who participated in the project, and that He cause it
to benefit Muslims all over the English speaking world.

‘Abdul-Malik Mujahid
General Manager

Darussalam
Riyadh
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Fasting is prescribed for
you as it was prescribed
for those before you.
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l<<The Book of Fasting >>

The Virtue of Fasting and Standing for
Prayer at Night During Ramadhan

All praise is due to Allah and may blessings and peace be upon
the Messenger of Allih, his family, his Companions and whoever
follows his guidance. To proceed:

This is a brief word of advice related to the virtue of fasting and
standing at night for prayer during Ramadhan, and the virtue of
competing to do righteous deeds during it. Along with this is an
explanation of some important rules that some people are not
aware of.

It is confirmed from the Messenger of Allah #& that he used to
give his Companions the good news of the coming of the month
of Ramadhan. He £ informed them that it is a month in which
the Gates of Mercy and the Gates of Paradise are opened and the
Gates of Hell are closed. During it the devils are chained. He &
said:

—

EHE5 i 5585 L UAN Sdis GLas) 32 4l O5T E3s B
G 3 B 2 Dt Eamy D0 g 0 B L
P 5 Sl RN G G BT G 5 2y

ald 38 a5, 0 g

—n

“When it is the first night of Ramadhan the Gates of
Paradise are opened and not a single one of them is
closed, and the Gates of Hell are closed and not a single
one of them is opened. The devils are fettered and a caller
calls out saying, ‘O seeker of good, come forth (with your
good), and O seeker of evil, restrain yourself.” Allah bas
people that He frees from the Fire and that is every night
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(of Ramadhban). !

He £ also said:
AHINN] i,’,_g; ] :j;:; 43 &) ;ﬁ:}ii} S5 5es OLas; "._%GT»
R K a5 WRSE ) Wk Gl g Cadigg

“The month of Ramadhan bas come to you all. It is a
month of blessing. Allab covers you all during it. He sends
down the Mercy, removes the sins and answers the
supplication. Alldbh looks at your competing for good
works during it and He tells proudly to the angels about
you all. Therefore, show Alldh goodness from yourselves.
For verily the wretched person is the one who is deprived
of Alléh’s Mercy during it (Ramadhban).”?!

He #£ also said:
F6 55 eads Dp 38 G U e CLstig GGy DU fL
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“Whoever fasts Ramadhban with faith and hoping for
reward, be will be forgiven for all of bis previous sins.
Whoever stands (for prayer at night) during Ramadban
with faith and boping for reward, be will be forgiven for
all of bis previous sins. Whoever stands (for prayer at
night) during Laylatul-Qadr (the Night of Decree) with
faith and boping for reward, be will be forgiven for all of
bis previous sins.”">)

He £ also stated that Allih said:
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(11 Al-Tirmithi no. 682 and Ibn Majah no. 1642.
2 Majma‘uz-Zawa’id 3:142.
(31" Al-Bukhari no. 2014 and Muslim no. 759-760.
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“Bvery (good) deed of the son of Adam will bave ten
rewards like it up to seven bundred times in increase,

except for fasting. For verily it is for Me and I will give the
reward for it. He (the fasting person) leaves off bis desire,

bis food and bis drink for My sake.”’ (The Prophbet %
continued:) “The fasting person bas two times of delight.

He is delighted when be breaks bis fast and delighted when
He meets bis Lord. And verily the foul odor from the mouth
of the fasting person is better to Allab than the fragrance of
musk perfume. ]

The Hadiths regarding the virtue of fasting and standing for
prayer during Ramadhan and the virtue of fasting itself (as a type
of worship) are many.

Therefore, the Muslim should take advantage of this opportunity,
which is Allah’s blessing upon him by allowing him to catch the
month of Ramadhan. Thus, he should make haste in performing
acts of obedience (to Allih) and he should avoid the evil deeds.
He should strive hard to perform all that Allah made obligatory
upon him, especially the five prayers, for they are the pillars of
Islam. The prayer is the greatest of the obligations after the two
Testimonies of Faith. Therefore, it is obligatory upon every
Muslim man and woman to guard the prayers and offer them in
their times with humbleness and tranquility.

From the most important obligations related to men is offering
the prayers in congregation in the Houses of Allah (i.e., Masjids),
which Alladh ordered to be raised, and in which His Name is
mentioned (or remembered). This is as Allah said:

oo 2 LS50 3591 B Bl 12563
“And establish the prayer (As-Salah) and give Az-Zakah

(11 Al-Bukhari no. 1904 and Muslim no. 161/1151.
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and bow down along with those who bow down.”!!]
And He, the Most High said:
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“Guard strictly the prayers and (particularly) the middle
prayer (i.e, Salatul-‘Asr), and stand devoutly (in prayer)
for Alldp. %)

And He, the Mighty and Majestic said:
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“Verily, the believers are successful. They are those who are
bumble and submissive in their prayer (As-Salab).'>!

Then Allah continues (in this same Surah) until He says:
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“And they (the believers) are those who guard strictly their
Drayers. It is these who are the inberitors. Those who

inberit Al-Firdaws (the loftiest place in Paradise) and they
will abide therein forever. ')

The Prophet #££ said:
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“The covenant that separates between us and them is the
prayer (As-Salab). So, whoever abandons it, he bas
disbelieved. >

The most important of the obligations after the prayer is paying
Az-Zakah. This is as Allah, the Mighty and Majestic said:

Y AlBagarah 2:43.

(2] Al Bagarah 2:238.

B ALMu'minun 23:1,2.

Y ALMuminun 23:9-11.
5] At-Tirmithi no. 2621.
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“And they were not commanded other than to worship
Alldb making the religion solely for bim, being upright
monotheists (Hunafa’), and to establish the prayer (As-
Salab) and give Az-Zakab, and that is the right reli-
gion. 1)

Indeed the Noble Book of Allih and the Sunnah of His noble
Messenger £ prove that whoever does not give the Zakah due
on his wealth, will be punished by it on the Day of Resurrection.

The most important of matters after the prayer and Az-Zakab is
fasting Ramadhan. It is one of the five pillars of Islam that are
mentioned in the Prophet’s statement:
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“Islam is built upon five (pillars): the testimony that none
bas the right to be worshipped but Alldh and Mubammad
is the Messenger of Alldb, the establishment of the prayer,
paying Az-Zakab, fasting Ramadhan and performing Hajj
(pilgrimage) to the House (the Ka‘bah). '*)

It is obligatory upon the Muslim to protect his fasting and his
standing for prayer (at night) from that which Allih has made
forbidden for him of statements and deeds. This is because the
intent of the fast is obedience to Allah, honoring the things He
has made sacred, forcing the soul to oppose its desires for the
sake of obeying its Master and accustoming it to being patient in
avoiding what Allidh has forbidden. The purpose of the fast is not
merely leaving off food, drink and other things that break the fast.
For this reason it has been authenticated from the Messenger of
Allah £ that he said:

() ALBaiyyinab 98:5.
(21 Al-Bukhari no. 8 and Muslim no. 16.
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“Fasting is a shield. So, if it is a day that one of you is
Jasting, be should not say obscene things nor should be
raise his voice in anger. If someone verbally abuses bim or
fights bim, be should say, Verily I am fasting.””")

It has also been authenticated from him that he £ said:
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“He who does not abandon false speech, acting according
to it and ignorant bebavior, then Alldb bas no need of him
abandoning bis food and bis drink.”"*)

From these texts and other than them it is known that it is
obligatory upon the fasting person to beware of all that Allah has
made forbidden for him and to take care in guarding all of what
Allah has obligated him with. In this way it is hoped that he will
gain forgiveness, freedom from the Fire and the acceptance of his
fasting and standing at night for prayer.

There are some matters that some people are unaware of:

From them is that it is obligatory upon the Muslim to fast with faith
and hoping for reward and not to be seen or heard of the people
or follow the customs of the people or follow his family or the
people of his country. Rather, it is obligatory upon him that that
which has caused him to fast be his belief that Allih has made it a
duty upon him. He should fast hoping for the reward with his Lord
in that. Likewise for standing in prayer at night, it is obligatory that
the Muslim does it with faith and hoping for reward, and not for
any other reason. This is why the Prophet £ said:
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(1 Al-Bukhari no. 1904 and Ahmad 6:244.
[21 Al-Bukhari no. 1903.



