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Yesgription of Paradise in the Glorious Quran
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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him; we seek for His
help, forgiveness and guidance. We seek refuge with Allah from
the evils of our own souls and misdeeds. None can mislead
whomsoever Allah guides, and none can guide whomsoever
Allah causes to go astray.

| testify that there is no deity worthy of being worshiped except
Allah. He is One and He has no partner. | equally testify that
hammad is the slave of Allah and His Messenger.

Allah says:
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-by absfammg from all that He has forbidden) as He
ared. {Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and remember
except in a state of Islaam (as Muslims

n to Allah). (Aal ‘Imraan 3: 102)
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- Description of Paradisé in the Glorious Cuur an
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a
single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his wife
Hawwa (Eve) and from them both He created many men and
women: and fear Allah through Whom you demand (your mutual
rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship).
Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.” (An-Nisaa'a’ 4:1)
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“O you who believe! Keep your duty o Allah and fear Him,
and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to do righteous
good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys
Allah and His Messenger (blessings and peace of allah be upon
him), he has indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be
saved from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to Paradise).”
(Al-Ahzaab 33:70,71)

To proceed, indeed, the best speech is the Book of Allah and
- the best guidance is that of Muhammad, blessings and peace
~ of Allah be upon him. The worst of all affairs are new things
. introduced into the religion and every introduced thing is bid'ah
- [innovation]; and every bid'ah is error.
Writing about Paradise is of great importance in view of its
ignificance in the beliefof a Muslim. This belief makes him eligible
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Messenger of Allah, blessings and peace of Allah be upon him,
was asked about faith and he answered,
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“Faith is to believe in Allah, in His Angels, in His Books, in
His Messengers and in the Last Day; and to believe in pre-
decree, its good and bad.” (Recorded by Muslim)

Belief in the Last Day entails believing in the Unseen that
includes Paradise. Though we have not seen it with our eyes or
feltit with our hands, we must have absolute, complete and certain
belief in it. Our proof for this is the Qur'an and the Sunnah.

The Qur'an is the Book revealed by the One Who created
Paradise and its bliss. He is also the One Who created its
dwellers, guided them on the path to it, prepared it for them and
made it known to them.

The Sunnah is the report attributed to the one who has entered
Paradise, walked on its soil and reached the Lot Tree in Paradise.

Allah says:
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“Will you then dispute with him [Muhammad (blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him)] about what he saw (during the
Mi'raaj: (Ascent of the Prophet over the seven heavens). And
indeed he [Muhammad (blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him)] saw him (Jibreel (Gabriel)) at a second descent (i.e. another

 time)near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (a lote-tree of the utmost boundary

the seventh heaven beyond which none can pass). nearitis
adise of Abode.” (An-Najm 53:12-15)
lorious Qur'an has described Paradise in the most
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perfect way. The Messenger of Allah, blessings and peace
of Allah be upon him, has also done the same in the clearest
manner that such description has left an amazing impact in the |
hearts of the earliest Muslims from amongst the Companions i
— may Allah be pleased with them. This impact transformed
their life from that of the age of ignorance to a great life filled

with perfect faith and true conviction in the everlasting life of the
Hereafter in the blissful Paradise. There are many instances of

this from the Sunnah.

The Messenger of Allah, blessings and peace of Allah be upon
him, walked all over the land to deliver the message of his Lord.
He did so alone and was been driven away from one place after
another in the course of that. He would be accused of sorcery,
magic or lying. The people of Taif stoned him that his noble face
bled and was forced to return to Makkah.

It was during these difficult situations that Allah sent him
helpers from Madinah who swore allegiance to him and expressed
~ their readiness to defend and sacrifice their lives for him and his
~ religion in the face of enmity from all human races. What then is
- their reward for this great sacrifice? Can it be compensated with
~ huge amount of money or worldly statuses?

Th r is: No. Their reward is rather the garden of
‘today, not seen or felt.

may Allah have mercy upon him —recorded
abir bin ‘Abdullah — may Allah be pleased

‘who narrated: “The Messenger of Allan,
h be upon him, spent ten )
slam) and following them |




smumn of Paradise in the Gfmous Quran
= — - '-‘!Lw.«zj'w

TR SN R P (P 75’ 5"-. et b BL B ]
‘L’?—}‘*JJQJ‘JL“géﬁJ"Sg}&i&‘E.,ﬁQﬁQ‘

‘Who is ready to give me refuge? Who is ready to help me so
that | can deliver the message of my Lord and have Paradise as
reward for such help?!’
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i (The situation was so difficult for Allah’s Messenger, blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him,) that a man would set out
f_ from Yemen or Mudar and his people would come to him and
" tell him, ‘Beware of that Qurayshi man (meaning Muhammad,
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him,) lest he tempts you!'
| The Prophet, blessings and peace of Allah be upon him, would
. walk among the Qurayshi men and they would point their fingers
at him (with the aim of warning people against him) until Allah
sent us to him from Yathrib and we provided him with refuge and
believed in him. A man from among us would come to him and
_.deciare his acceptance of Islam. The Prophet, blessings and
lie2 _peace of Allah be upon him, would recite the Qur'an to him and
i .iﬂje man would then return to his family and all of them would
embrace Islam through him until there was no household of
nsaar that did have members who were Muslims, practicing
their Islam publicly.
~ Thenwe (the Ansaar) got together and said to ourselves, ‘When
 going to stop the Messenger of Allah, blessings and peace
upon him, from being chased around in the mountains
'akkah and from being frightened?’ So, seventy men from
g Us went to meet him during Hajj season. We agreed to
n 4t the valley of ‘Agabah. At the appointed time, mn;ant-;
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‘Pledge allegiance to me that you shall listen to me and obey
me in pleasure and displeasure; that you will spent (your wealthin
Allah’s cause) in adversity and prosperity; that you shall promote
the virtue and prevent the vice; that you shall convey Allah’s word
without fearing the censuring of a censurer, and that you shall
help and protect me against that which you protect your own
selves, your wives and your children and you will have Paradise
as reward for that.’

We stood up and swore allegiance to him. As'ad ibn Zurarah
— who was one of the youngest of those who were present —
held the Prophet’s hand and said, ‘Wait a minute, O people of
" Yathrib!® Indeed, we have not undertaken a journey here had
. we not known that he is the Messenger of Allah. Taking him out
today means disagreeing with the Arabs and this could lead fo
the killing of eminent personalities among you. Therefore, you
A should decide whether to bear that with patience while you get

~ your reward for that from Allah or you become a coward people
: aring for your own necks only. You should explain which choice
~ you are making for such would be an excuse for you before
;ﬁﬂah.‘ The Ansaar said in response, ‘O Sa'd, by Allah, we are
ne er going to abandon this allegiance and we are never going
' draw it!" It was then that we stood up and swore allegianceé

‘athrib was the name for which the city of Madinah was known before
enger of Allah, blessings and peace of Allah be upon him, migrated
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and the Prophet, blessings and peace of Allah be upon him, made
stipulations, promising us Paradise in exchange for fulfillment of
those stipulations.” ")

That is how the impact of the Muslims' belief in Paradise
manifests in the life of this world. After this allegiance — which is
regarded as the greatest allegiance in human history — had been
concluded and after some ten odd years, an Islamic state grew
up, and the authority of that state stretched from the east to the
west and from the north to the south, and two superpowers of
those age, the Roman and Persian empires bowed to it.

Among the impacts of belief in Paradise is that it makes a
Muslim sacrifice his life and wealth to please Allah. You find him
competing with his father and his son in sacrificing his life in the
cause of Allah.
cample of this is the case of Sa‘d bin Khithamah — may

eased with him. When the Messengeromllah blessings
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Writing about Paradise is of great impor-
tance in view of its significance in the belief of
a Muslim. This belief makes him eligible for
enjoyment of the bliss and the happiness of
the Hereafter. It is not a belief that is limited to
the life of this finite and ephemeral world only
as compared to the everlasting Hereafter.
Rather, it is a great creed that links the life of
man in this world to that of the Hereafter so
that his vision will not be restricted to this
world alone but extends to the Hereafter.

Belief in Paradise is one of the fundamen-
tals of faith. The Messenger of Allah, bless-
ings and peace of Allah be upon him, was
asked about faith and he answered,“Faith is
to believe in Allah, in His Angels, in His
Books, in His Messengers and in the Last
Day; and to believe in pre-decree, its good
and bad.”

(Recorded by Muslim)
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